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Dear Parishioners, 

 

30th August is Social Justice Sunday 
throughout the Catholic Church in Australia. 

 

St John Chrysostom (347-407 AD) once said in 
a homily on Matthew’s Gospel: 

 

"Would you honour Christ’s body? Do not despise him when he is naked. Do not honour him 
here in the church with silk vestments while outside he is perishing from cold and nakedness. 
For he who said: 'This is my body,' and made it so by his word, is the same who said: 'You saw 
me hungry and you gave me no food', and 'Whatever you did not do to one of the least of these, 
you did not do to me.”  

 

Throughout the Catholic Church, the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist (the Mass) is formally 
described as the "source and summit" of the Christian life. 

 

The Eucharist - the highest form of prayer & worship - is considered the source because all grace and 
spiritual nourishment for Christian living flows from Christ's sacrifice made present on the altar. 
 

As a parish community, we proclaim and celebrate our Catholic faith. We know this faith must be 
expressed in action. St James reminds us that faith without works is dead. (James 2:17) St Paul 
teaches what counts is faith expressed in love (Galatians 5:6) St John states we must love in action 
and in truth. (1 John 3:18)  
 

While we are called to show charity and practical help for all in need - indeed, that our  salvation 
depends on it (Matthew 25.35-40) - Christian faith requires us to transform unjust social, economic, 
and political structures.  
 

Remember the “Option for the Poor” emphasising solidarity with, and special concern for, the poor, 
marginalised, and  oppressed.  
 

Thanks to the parish social justice group who have provided us with a handout this weekend, 
highlighting some of the ways our Parish and diocesan community live out the call to social justice.  

 

Fr Paul 

 

Parish Mass Times:     Baptism: Third Sunday of each month by appointment 
Monday to Friday: 9am    Wedding: Contact Parish Office at least 6 months prior notice 
Saturday: 9am, 6pm (vigil)    Morning Prayer: Monday - Friday:  8:30am 
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 5pm    Anointing of Sick: every 2nd Thursday of the month at 9am or by request 
Public Holidays: 9am     Eucharistic Adoration: Saturdays 9:30 & every 1st Friday of the month at 7pm 
Family (Rock) Mass: Once a term)   Reconciliation: Saturday 9:30am to 10:30am 

Family Rock Mass  

Sunday 30th August 

 

First Friday of the Month 

Eucharistic Adoration at 7pm 

followed by mass at 7:30 

September 4 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

Every Second Thursday of the 

month   

September 10 

 

Divine Will Prayer Group  

Mondays 10-11:30 am &  

Tuesdays 7-8.30 pm 

 

Lectio Divina 

Every Friday at 10 am 

 

Carmelite Conversations 

Fortnightly on Thursdays  

September 3 at 10 am 

 

Parish Social Craft Group  

Fortnight on Thursdays  

September 10 at 10am 

 

Young Adults @ St Ives   

Every Second  Monday  

September  7 at 7pm 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

Every Sunday at 10am Mass 

Morning tea after Mass 

 

Parish Coffee Morning  

Living Room St Ives 

September 9 at 10:30 

 

Morning Tea 

After 8 am mass  

September 13  



COMMUNION TO THE SICK VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

One of the most beautiful ways we can live out our faith is by bringing Christ’s presence to those who are unable to join us in 
person. Our parish is seeking caring and committed volunteers to assist in the ministry of taking Holy Communion to the sick, 
elderly, and homebound members of our community. 

This ministry is not only about sharing the Eucharist, but also about offering comfort, companionship, and the reassurance that our 
parish family remembers and prays for them. Training and guidance will be provided, so you will feel confident and supported in this 
sacred role. 

Currently, our Parish serve BUPA, Kari Court, Turramurra House, Estia Health, Thompson House, Fernbank Retirement Village, 
Roden Cutler Lodge Gordon, and various private homes in St Ives. 

If you feel called to serve in this way, please contact our Parish Office. Phone: 02 9144 6998, email: office@corpuschristi.com.au   

We will have our ministers Steve and Cypriana speak on Sunday 28th June at 8am Mass and 10am Mass about this ministry. Please 
talk to our communion ministers after Mass. 

Your willingness to give your time and heart will be a blessing to many. 

Thank you for prayerfully considering this invitation to be the hands and feet of Christ. 

Bus transport available. For more information 

please contact the parish office.  

Note; next mass with anointing of the sick 10th 
September.  

mailto:office@corpuschristi.com.au


Prayer Zone 
Recently Deceased: 
Margot Traill 
Anniversary: 
Eugenia Alba Amador 
Please pray for the ill: 
Joseph Chan, Wendy Phoa, Jan Martin, Isabelle 
Law, Quentin Stewart; Carmel Hadley; Patricia 
Chaves; Marina Alburquerque; Fr Sergio Chauira; 
Jessie Chang; Amy O’Connell; James Frederick 
Riley; Tom Brewer; Sylvia Fishburn; Nicolette 
Harris; Marshall O’Brien; Helen McCarthy; Rob  
Sanders; Anne Jardane; Vanessa Park; Rebecca 
Davies; Grace Cheah; Elizabeth Walsh; Maria 
Garcia;  Jose Mestres; Meacheal; Estelle Sok; Thi 
Nguyen;   Fergus O’Brien; Michelle Soumier; 
Gracie Spencer; Brendan Stone. 

 

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO— 
Why do we recite the Profession of 
Faith?  
Why do people pledge allegiance to their national flag? 
Why do married couples renew their wedding vows? 
They do so as a public declaration of their commitment to 
a particular relationship and to ideals which guide their 
lives. Similarly for Catholics, the profession of faith (’We 
believe in one God…’) is a declaration of commitment. 
Having listened to God’s Word through the readings, we 
stand and declare our assent to the message proclaimed. 
We believe in God. We belong to this community that 
professes to live by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

For the care of water 

Let us pray for just and 

sustainable management of 

water, a vital resource, so that 

everyone may have equal 

access to it.   

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention 
September 2026 

Feast Days September  
Sept 3rd—St Gregory the Great— Memorial 
Sept 8th—The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary—Feast 
Sept 14th—The Exaltation of the Holy Cross—Feast 
Sept 15th—Our Lady of Sorrows—Memorial 
Sept 16th—Sts Cornelius and Cyprian—Memorial 
Sept 21st—St Matthew—Feast 
Sept 23rd—St Pius of Pietrelcina—Memorial 
Sept 29th—Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael—Feast  
Sept 30th—St Jerome—Memorial 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
 

We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of these lands on 
which we gather and show our respect to the Elders past and present.  

We also wish to pay our respects to all Aboriginal people. 

Our piety stall is now fully restocked. we’ve got a full 
cabinet ready for you. Please stop in on your way out 

and have a look, especially if you’re looking for 
meaningful gifts. Thank you! 

Young Adults Events at Chatswood & Gosford 

Join young adults (aged 18+) from around the 

Diocese for an evening of fellowship, prayer and 

formation at both Chatswood and Gosford, as we 

reflect on St Carlo Acutis' life and devotion to the 

Eucharist. Both events will feature food, praise 

and worship music, an inspiring talk and the opportunity for 

veneration of the major relic of St Carlo.  

Chatswood Night 4th Sept. 

Gosford Night 6th Sept.  

Please see the e-news for more information and to register.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

CHURCH WELCOMING COMMITTEE 

We’d love your help!  We’re looking for  friendly volunteers to 
join our Welcoming Committee at the Saturday Vigil Mass and 

Sunday 8am or 10am Mass. 

If you can spare a little time before Mass commences, we’d love 
to hear from you. 

Please contact our Parish  
email: office@corpuschristi.com.au 

mailto:office@corpuschristi.com.au


PROGRAMME STARTS MID SEPTEMBER 



 

Social Justice Corner 

Social Justice Sunday 
Today is Social Justice Sunday, marking the start of a week-long period dedicated to reflection and action on societal inequalities and to 
inspiring initiatives towards a more equitable world. Catholics across Australia are invited to reflect on this year’s Social Justice Statement, 
Living the Gospel in Times of Social Division. 
Social Justice Sunday reminds us that justice cannot remain a topic we discuss from a distance. Catholic Social Teaching calls us to uphold 
human dignity, pursue the common good, stand in solidarity with those made vulnerable by unjust structures, and ensure that those pushed to 
the margins are not forgotten. This year’s Social Justice Statement from the Australian Catholic Bishops reminds us that these principles are 
not abstract ideals but practical ways of living the Gospel. 

If you would like to connect with other parishioners who are passionate about putting social justice into action, please join our 
Social Justice Group. 

 For further information, contact John Lenehan on 0402 291 355. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT PRAYER 

You created every person in your image and call us to live as one human family. 
In a world marked by division, fear and misunderstanding, 

fill our hearts with the self-giving love of Christ. 
Teach us to see one another not as strangers or opponents, 

but as sisters and brothers, worthy of dignity, respect and compassion. 
Give us the courage to build bridges where there is distrust, 

to seek encounter where there is separation, 
and to work for justice with humility and mercy. 

Help us to listen with open hearts, speak with kindness, and walk together in the way of peace. 
May your Holy Spirit guide us to welcome the stranger, 

stand beside those on the margins, 
reject all forms of hatred and racism, 

and become instruments of reconciliation in our communities. 
Through the example of Saint Maximilian Kolbe and all the saints, 

strengthen us to live the Gospel through sacrifice, generosity and love, 
so that your light may shine through us and bring hope to our nation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Social Justice Action Report 

This week is Social Justice Week and the Social Justice 
Group have updated Taking Action for a Just Society 
from the 2025 version and placed it in this week’s 
Bulletin. This draft seeks to summarise all the social 
justice actions by our Church reaching out to the 
community and beyond. 
We have amended the document from updates provided 
by many of those groups in the Parish and we continue 
to separately show the initiatives being carried out for 
example, by the schools, Vinnies and directly through 
Corpus Christi.  
It is an opportunity to consolidate the great programs we 
do into one meaningful report. The Social Justice group is 
only one of many groups and individuals reaching out to 
the community. People have commented, ‘I had no idea 
of the many social justice activities that the Catholic 
Community is involved in’. 
We are encouraging members of the parish to view the 
draft and comment where appropriate. We’d like to hear 
from you, especially if we have missed an activity or if 
there is an activity we could be more involved with. Once 
finalised, we can print copies for the church notice 
board, our schools and perhaps the wider St Ives 
community, via community noticeboards. 
You’ll find our email addresses below and look forward 
to your comments: John Lenehan: 
jslenehan@optusnet.com.au 

Dear Parishioners,  

On Tuesday 25th August, the following announcement was sent to the Corpus Christi school community. On behalf of the 
parish community, I have sent best wishes to Jayne Wheen, Anna Montgomery and the school staff.  

Fr. Paul  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facbcwebsite.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com%2FArticles%2FDocuments%2FACBC%2FACBC%2BSocial%2BJustice%2BStatement%2B-%2BAugust%2B2026.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMary.Baynie%40sosj.org.au%7Ccc444aac075e46
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Sunday 30 August 2026: 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
 
 
 
Collect 
 
God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our 
hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening 
our sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is 
good and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you 
have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 
 
 
 
First Reading 
 
From the prophet Jeremiah  
Jer 20:7-9  
 
The word of the Lord God has meant derision for me.  
 
You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let myself be 
seduced; you have overpowered me: you were the 
stronger.  
I am a daily laughing-stock, everybody's butt.  
Each time I speak the word, I have to howl  
and proclaim: ‘Violence and ruin!’  
The word of the Lord has meant for me  
insult, derision, all day long.  
I used to say, I will not think about him,  
I will not speak in his name any more.  
Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, 
imprisoned in my bones.  
The effort to restrain it wearied me,  
I could not bear it.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm  
 
Ps 62:2-6. 8-9. R. v.2  
 
(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.  
 
God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul 

is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary 
land without water. (R.)  

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength 
and your glory. For your love is better than life, my 
lips will speak your praise. (R.)  

So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up 
my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a 
banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.)  

For you have been my help; in the shadow of your 
wings I rejoice. My soul clings to you; your right 
hand holds me fast. (R.)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading  
 
From the letter of St Paul to the Romans  
Rom 12:1-2  
 
May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.  
 
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship him, I beg 
you, in a way that is worthy of thinking beings, by offering 
your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to 
God. Do not model yourselves on the behaviour of the 
world around you, but let your behaviour change, 
modelled by your new mind. This is the only way to 
discover the will of God and know what is good, what it is 
that God wants, what is the perfect thing to do.  
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ  
enlighten the eyes of our heart,  
that we might see how great is the hope  
to which we are called.  
Alleluia!  
 
 
 
 
Gospel 
 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew  
Mt 16: 21-27  
 
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself. 
  
Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was 
destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to be put 
to death and to be raised up on the third day. Then, taking 
him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven 
preserve you, Lord,’ he said. ‘This must not happen to 
you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, 
Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because the way 
you think is not God’s way but man’s.’  
Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be a 
follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his 
life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake 
will find it. What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole 
world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in 
exchange for his life?  
‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels, and, when he does, he will reward 
each one according to his behaviour.’  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 



Reflection on the Word Year A Week 22 prepared by Fr Paul 

 

First Reading (Jeremiah 20:7-9). Even though speaking God’s message to the people has brought Jeremiah nothing but insults, 
he is unable to remain silent, such is the power of God’s call.  

 

Second Reading (Romans 12:1-2). St Paul urges the Romans not to live like the people around them, to not be conformed to 
the world.  

 

Gospel (Matthew 16:21-27). Jesus foretells his suffering and death, and tells his disciples that they too must be prepared to 
suffer.  

 

Both the first reading and the Gospel remind us that true discipleship, true love of God and truly following the call of God all 
require a real degree of sacrifice. It is a costly love!  

Jeremiah cries out: “you have seduced me Lord.” He is saying: I am powerless to resist your love, the strength of your call. No 
matter how much I want to block you out or run from your call, I cannot deny the fire burning in my heart.  

 

Similarly, Jesus calls his disciples to follow him. He is not the triumphant, military Messiah many had hoped for. Rather he warns 
them that he would suffer and be put to death. Jesus is calling them (and us) to the same faithfulness and love which cost him 
his life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah, painted by Michelangelo 



















THINKING OF MAKING A MOVE? 
 
 

Contact First National Real Estate Johnson for FREE MARKET 
APPRAISAL of your property.  For Corpus Christi parishioners & 

friends we offer: when you exclusively list your property with us, we 
will provide FREE STYLING worth $5000 plus. 

 
Contact the team: 

Sales: Noelene Johnson - 0410 588 833  
Sales: Matthew Johnson - 0418 767 150 

Property Management: Ricky Yu - 0411 021 363 
 
 

 

Selbin Cleaning 
 
 

 

 Weekly, fortnightly, spring or occasional 
cleaning 

 Preparation for sale or rent 

 End of lease cleaning 
 

 

Monica Fletcher 
0419 484 377  

 
monicafletcher@bigpond.com 

 

 

Simtec IT – since 1996 
Business grade IT solutions  

for all businesses 
Andrew Sim, IT Specialist 

8080 3434 
www.simtecit.com.au 

Simtec IT – Keeping “IT” Simple…..  

 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Funeral Directors 
Proudly Australian Owned and Operated 
Professional and expert care in pre paid funerals 
24 hour care 9498 4455 
www.gregoryandcarr.com.au   
Serving the North Shore since 1954 

The Catenians 
 
 

Strengthening family life through  
friendship and faith 
Catenians meet every month to pray  
together, to enjoy each others’  
company and to support their  
Clergy and Parishes. 
For further information phone 
President - Malcolm McEwen 0409329707 
Secretary - David Conoulty  0412 267 538 

mailto:monicafletcher@bigpond.com
http://www.simtecit.com.au
http://www.gregoryandcarr.com.au/

